Darwin’s experiences during his time as a resident
of Shrewsbury formed the foundations of his
theories of evolution, which he finally committed to
print when living at Down House in Kent.

2009 is not only the 200th anniversary of Darwin’s
birth, but also the 150th anniversary of the
publication of ‘On the origin of species’.

Interestingly Darwin never said humans evolved
from monkeys. Nor did he coin the term “Survival
of the fittest”.

Charles Darwin died in 1882 and was buried in
Westminster Abbey.

In 2002 a BBC poll voted Darwin amongst the
greatest of ‘Great Britons’ — naturally we agree!
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Born 12th February 1809
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Darwin’s father, Robert, was a
distinguished local doctor and his
mother was Susannah Wedgwood.
Darwin’s grandfathers were Erasmus
Darwin and Josiah Wedgwood — both
were members of the lunar society.

Charles was baptised at St Chad’s
church on 15th November 1809.

Darwin’s early life in Shrewsbury
inspired his fascination with the
natural world.

Darwin’s first love was Fanny Owen.
They met in 1827, however by 1830
the courtship was over as Fanny was
fed up of coming second to Darwin’s
interest in ‘bugs and beetles’!

Darwin’s schooling began at

13 Claremont Hill, under the
tutorship of Reverend Case. After

this he boarded at Shrewsbury School,
now the library. The statue of Darwin
outside the building was unveiled

in 1897.

The Bellstone piqued young Darwin’s
interest in geology. Darwin recounted
how a Mr Cotton had explained to him
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that there was no other rock like the ‘bellstone’
nearer than Cumbria or Scotland. Mr Cotton
assured Charles that “the world would come to an
end before anyone would be able to explain how this
stone came where it now lay.”

Charles lived in Shrewsbury for 27 years — he
went to Edinburgh & Cambridge universities and
then returned here, before embarking on his
famous voyage.

Darwin was invited to join Captain Robert Fitzroy
as his companion on HMS Beagle in 1831. The
Beagle’s voyage lasted 5 years and Darwin caught
the stagecoach to the ship from The Lion Hotel
on Wyle Cop in Shrewsbury.

Charles married his cousin Emma Wedgwood
in January 1839 and together they had ten
children. Their family tree included some very
prominent people.

Contrary to popular belief Darwin was not an
atheist. He was christened in the Church of
England, attended the Unitarian Church in
Shrewsbury with his mother until her death; and
at Cambridge studied theology with a view to
becoming an Anglican clergyman. Later in life
he lost his faith, not as a result of his scientific
discoveries but after the death of his daughter.
He described himself as an ‘agnostic’.
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